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Application/Control Number: 10/789,970 
Art Unit: 2109 

DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to the original filing of Febnjary 27, 2003. 
pending and have been considered below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1 . 35 U.S.C. 1 01 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful Improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

2. Claim 45 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claim 45 is drawn to a computer data signal (electronic signals) embodied in a 
transmission medium. The Office considers an electronic signal to be a form of energy. 
Energy is not a series of steps or acts and thus is not a process. Energy is not a 
physical article or object and as such is not a machine or manufacture. Energy is not a . 
combination of substances and therefore not a compilation of matter. Thus, an 
electronic transmission signal does not fall within any of the four categories of invention. 
Therefore, Claim 45 is not statutory. 

Claim Rejections ' 35 UiS^^ 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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Claims 1-45 are 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-4. 7-9, 11-13. 15-18, 21-23, 25-27. 29-33, 36-38, 40-42, 44 and 45 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hearst . (6.223,145.) 

Claim 1, 30, 45: Hearst discloses a method, machine.readable medium having 
instructions stored thereon, and a computer data signal embodied in a transmission 
medium for navigating a graphical user interface (GUI) having at least one page, 
comprising: 

a. providing a first booklet, yvherein user interaction with the first booklet can cause 
the GUI to navigate to a new page (Fig. 13: 216; controls to change pages on the 
bottom); 

b. providing a request based on user interaction with the first booklet (request: 
query; 7:6-28); 

c. mapping the request to a control tree factory ("a cone tree generation 
component"; 7:6-28); 

d. generating a control tree from the factory based on the request wherein the 
control tree includes a booklet control corresponding to the first booklet (control 
tree: "cone tree"; factory: "cone tree generation component"; request: "query"; 
7:6-28; booklet control: 10:40-47); 
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e. advancing the control tree through at least one lifecycle stage based on the 
request (cone tree generation (initialization): 7:6-28); and 

f. generating a response wherein the response can be used to render the new 
page (response: search results; 8:38-45; 11:64-65; new page: Fig. 17: 225). 

Claim 16: Hearst discloses a method for navigating a portal graphical user interface 
(GUI) having at least one page, comprising: 

a. providing a first booklet, wherein user Interaction with the first booWet can cause 

... J 

the GUI to navigate to a neW portal page (Fig. 13: 216; contrbis to change pages 
on the bottom); 

. b. providing a request based on user interaction with the first booklet (request: 
query; 7:6-28); 

c. mapping the request to a control tree factory ("a cone tree generation 
component"; 7:6-28); 

d. generating a control tree from the factory based on the request wherein the 
control tree includes a booklet control corresponding to the first booklet (control 
tree: "cone tree"; factory: "cone tree generation component"; request: "query"; 
7:6-28; booklet control: 10:40-47); 

e. advancing the control tree through at least one lifecycle stage based on the 
request (cone tree generation (initialization): 7:6-28); 
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f. generating a response wherein the response can be used to render the new 
portal page (response: search results; 8:38-45; 11:64-65; new page: Fig. 17: 
225); and wherein 

g. the new page can a second booklet (Fig. 17: 225). 

Claim 2, 17, 31: Hearst discloses a method and machine readable medium having 
instructions stored thereon of claim 1, 16 and 30, respectively, wherein: the first booklet 
is at least one of: 1) a set of tabs and/or buttons; and 2) a menu (Fig. 13: 216.) 

Claim 3, 18, 32: Hearst discloses a method and machine readable medium having 
instructions stored thereon of claim 1, 16 and 30^ respectively, wherein: the first booklet 
is associated with at least one of the least one page (Fig. 1 3: 216.) 

Claim 4, 33: Hearst discloses a method and machine readable medium having 
instructions stored thereon of claim 1 and 30. respectively, wherein: the new page can a 
second booklet (Fig. 17: 225.) 

Claim 7, 21, 36: Hearst discloses a method and machine readable medium having 
instructions stored thereon of claim 1,16 arid 30, respectively, comprising: providing the 
response to a web browser (1 1 :64-65; results presented to SearchBook: a modification 
of the WebBook, a *web browser'.) 
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Claim 8, 22, 37: Hearst discloses a method and machine readable medium having 
instructions stored thereon of claim 1,16 and 30, respectively, wherein: the control tree 
is driven through the at least one lifecycle stage by an interchangeable lifecycle 
component (9:14-28; processor.) 

Claim 9, 23, 38: Hearst discloses a method and machine readable medium having 
insthjctions stored thereon of claim 1, 16 and 30, respectively, wherein: the booklet 
control has an interchangeable persistence mechanism (9:14-28; non-volatile memory.) 

Claim 11, 25, 40: Hearst discloses a method and machine readable medium having 
instructions stored thereon of claim 1, 16 and 30, respectively, \yherein: the booklet 
control can interact with another of the at least one controls (generate events: 1 2:49- 
52.) 

Claim 12, 26, 41: Hearst discloses a method and machine readable medium having 
instructions stored thereon of claim. 1, 16 and 30, respectively, wherein: the booklet 
control can advance through the at least one lifecycle stage in parallel with other 
controls in the control tree (1 5:24-29.) 

Claim 13, 27, 42: Hearst discloses a method and machine readable medium having 
instructions stored thereon of claim 1, 16 and 30, respectively, wherein: the at least one 
lifecycle stage is one of: init, load state, create child controls, load, raise events, pre- 
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render, render, save state, unload and dispose (cone tree generation (initialization): 7:6- 
28.) 

Claim 15, 29, 44: Hearst discloses a method and machine readable medium having 
instructions stored thereon of claim 1,16 and 30, respectively, wherein: the booklet 
control can raise events and respond to events (generate events: 12:49-52; respond to 
events (mouse down event): 15:24-29,) . . . 

Claim Rejections -35 use §103 

5. Jhe following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not Identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the Subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 5, 19 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hearst in view of Robertson et a!., (5,295,243.) 

Claim 5, 19, 34: Hearst discloses a method, and a machine readable medium having 
instructions stored thereon of claims 1,16 and 30, respectively, wherein the step of 
generating a control tree from the factory comprises: creating a metadata 
representation of a control tree (metadata: "labels" 9:64-10:8). While Hearst does not 
explicitly disclose *h8t generating a class to construct the control tree based on the 
metadata representation, Robertson discloses a similar method and a machine 
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readable medium having instructions thereon, wherein generating a class to construct 
the control tree is based on the metadata representation (Fig. 8, 180.) Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to add this feature disclosed in Robertson to Hearst . One would have been 
motivated to generate a class to construct the control tree based on metadata 
representation as it was a prevalent method for object instantiation in object orientated 
programming languages, such as C++, a suggested computer language for realizing the 
instructions disclosed in Hearst (10:12-15.) 

7. Claims 6, 1.4, 20, 28, 35 and 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C . 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hearst in view of Anuff et al., (6,327,628.) 

Clainfi 6, 20, 35: Hearst discloses a method, and a machine readable medium having 
instructions stored thereon of claims 1, 16 and 30, respectively. While Hearst does not 
explicitly disclose that wherein the request is an hypertext transfer protocol request 
(HTTP); and the request originates from a web browser. Anuff discloses a similar 
method and a machine readable medium having instructions thereon, wherein the 
request is an hypertext transfer protocol request (HTTP) (Fig: 1 3: HTTP connection); 
and the request originates from a web browser (Fig. 13: Browser.) Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to add this feature disclosed in Anuff to Hearst . One would have been motivated 
to have an HTTP request originating from a web browser because HTTP was a widely 
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used standiard on Worid Wide Web for request transfers between a web browser and a 
web server. 

Claim 14, 28, 43: Hearst discloses a method, and a machine readable medium having 
instructions stored thereon of claim$ 1, 16 and 30, ifespectively, While Hearst does not 
explicitly disclose that wherein the response is an HTTP response, Anuff discloses a 
similar method and a machine readable medium having instructions thereon, wherein 
the response is an HTTP response (Fig. 13: HTTP connection.) Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to add this feature disclosed in Anuff to Hearst . One would have been motivated 
to have a response in HTTP because HTTP was a widely used standard on World Wide 
Web for request/response transfers between a web browser and a web server. 

8. Claims 1Q, 24 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hearst in view of Robertson et al., (6,486,895.) 

Claim 10, 24, 39: Hearst discloses a method, and a machine readable medium having 
instructions stored thereon of claims 1 , 16 and 30, respectively. While Hearst does not 
explicitly disclose that wherein the booklet control can render itself according to a 
theme, Robertson discloses a similar method and a machine readable medium having 
instructions thereon, wherein the booklet control can render itself according to a theme 
(8:42-49; Fig. 9) Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
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the art at the time the invention was made to add this feature disclosed in Robertson to 
Hearst . One would have been motivated to utilize a booklet control that can render itself 
to according to a theme based on an explicit suggestion in Hearst to use a modification 
of Robertson's WebBook disclosure, wherein the WebBook object includes contents 
about its own spatial arrangement, margin inforniation and selectable regions allowing it 
to render itself. 

Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communipations from the . 
examiner should be directed to Andrew Belousov whosa telephone number is (571 ) 
270-1695. The exanriiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (alternate Fri off) EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Myhre can be reached on (571) 272-6722. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomfiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service. Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1 000, . 
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Feb 7,2006 



Supj 



flames W. Myhre 
isory Primary Examiner 



